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J o hn D eVo l d er , Simply Rochester 

John DeVolder opened the 2022 seminar series Wednesday with an in-
formative presentation entitled “Simply Rochester”. The presentation fea-
tured the many facets of Breweriana (beer) collecting. Although dedicated 
to Rochester, NY, the program could easily apply to any city in the U.S. The
program encompassed all collecting genres from beer bottles to beer litho-
graphs and everything in between, as well as all era's beginning in 1819. 
An extensive array of beautiful and informative images of breweriana mem-
orabilia was presented to illustrate the discussion. What particularly im-
pressed the audience was John’s outstanding command of the material. He
conducted his entire presentation without making any use of notes. His per-
sonable style made the seminar entertaining and enjoyable. 
John’s presentation made it apparent why he is regarded as an authority on breweriana. His love of the area
goes back many years. In the late 1960’s, he was one of two people most responsible for establishing the 
Rochester Bottle Club (GVBCA). Since that time, he has remained active in the world of breweriana collect-
ing and research. 

Terr y Kove l , A Chat with Terry Kovel 

On Thursday afternoon, Terry Kovel conducted an informal one-hour session entitled, 
A Chat with Terry Kovel. Originally planned as an in-person appearance, it became
necessary to turn to virtual technology due to the 93 year-old speaker’s inability to at-
tend. But that didn’t matter at all. Terry commanded the 25 foot screen with the same 
vigor, candor, humor, wit, and fresh commentary that we have come to expect from 
her. She fielded a variety of thoughtful questions from the audience, providing in-
sights into who she is and the career that helped to make “antiques and collectibles” a
household term. The session was very well-received and attendees were talking about 
it for the remainder of the Convention. Terry reminded us once more how she and her
late husband, Ralph, forged into unknown territory many years ago and, through creativity, rigorous research, 
and dedication, brought order and structure to the pastime of collecting antiques and collectibles. Terry’s bio-
graphical information is presented on page 12 of this newsletter. 

A l l a n Pe t ret t i , The Art of Advertising 

Allan Petretti presented the final seminar of the Convention on Friday morning entitled, The Art of Advertis-
ing. The “guru” of all things Coca-Cola lived up to his namesake by conducting a virtual clinic on the history
and artistry of Coca-Cola advertising. His video presentation showcased dozens of slides of outrageously
beautiful ads and promotional pieces with detailed off-the-cuff commentary about each one. His depth of 
knowledge was impressive and he proved himself to be a showman par excellence.
He brought the subject matter to life and the audience followed along with rapt atten-
tion. 
Allan’s focus on Coca-Cola advertising as an example of artistic expression turned 

personal when he discussed his own journey as an accomplished and talented artist.

While his love of Coca-Cola and soda pop continues, these days he is spending a lot

of time on his artistic pursuits. He demonstrated that by displaying a beautiful framed 

composition he created, memorializing the 2022 AAAA Convention in Dublin. To 

the audience’s surprise and delight, at the end of his talk, he raffled it off! The lucky

winner was Wayne Sharp, shown to the right receiving his valuable prize from Allan. 

The exciting session concluded with Allan’s promise to return next year to the 2023

AAAA Convention! Allan’s biographical information appears on page 12.
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